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historic Harnsberger Octagonal Barn @ref  e r r e d )  

common . M t  . Meridian Octagonal Barn 

N s i d e  rou te  256, W o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with r o u t e  865 
street 81 number and Middle' River not for publication 

S i x t h  (M. Caldwell 
city, town Grot toes  1L vicinity of congressional district But l e r )  

state Vircrinia code 5 1  county Auqusta code 015 

Category Ownership 
- district - public 
X building(s) private 

Status Present Use 
X occupied 2 agriculture - museum 
- unoccupied - commercial - park 

- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process X yes: restricted - government - scientific 

eing considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial 
-m/I 

- transportation 
- no - militarv - other: 

4. Owner sf Paoneattar 

name M r .  Dwight Houff 

street 81 number Holly H i l l  Farm 

city, town M t  - Sidney !./A vicinity of state Virg in i a  24467 

5. Location of begall DescriWion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Augusta County Courthouse 

street 81 number N/A 

city, town Staunton state Virg in i a  

6. We~resentation in Existing Surveys 
~ i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title ~ o m ? i  s s ion  Survey has this property been determined elegible? - yes 2 no 

date 1972, 1973, 1979 - federal X state - county - local 

depository for survey records Virg in i a  H i s  t0rj.c Landmarks C O ~ R ~ ~ S S ~ O ~ ,  221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Ri~hmond state Virg in i a  23219 



- 
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
1L good - ruins 2 altered -moved date 

N/A 

fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Harnsberger octagonal  ba rn  i s  set on t h e  west bank of  a f i e l d  overlooking Middle 
River west of t h e  small community of Mount Meridian. The frame barn  i s  one of  th ree  octagonal 
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  nor thern  Augusta and southern Rockingham county area  c l e a r l y  insp i red  by 
Orson Fowler's book on octagonal houses. Although t h i s  bui ld ing adopted a novel shape, it 
continued t h e  l o c a l  bank barn t r a d i t i o n  i n  both  form and use. Fowler a l s o  had advocated a 
bank s e t t i n g  "so t h a t  t h e  farmer can d r i v e  i n  on h i s  main f l o o r  seve ra l  f e e t  above t h e  founda- 
t ion . "  S l i d i n g  doors on t h e  west s i d e  provide such an entrance,  with a c e n t r a l  octagonal 
focus f o r  turning around wagons and equipment. The main f l o o r  design d id  not  u t i l i z e  "di f fer -  
e n t  bays f o r  d i f f e r e n t  th ings"  t o  economize space a s  Fowler suggested, b u t  ins t ead  enclosed 
hay s to rage  space t o  t h e  nor th  and south s i d e s  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  wagon f l o o r ,  i n  t h e  usual  l o c a l  
manner. The b u i l d e r s  cons t ructed  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  forebay on t h e  lower end of t h e  barn, here 
across t h r e e  s i d e s ,  t o  provide access i n t o  t h e  c a t t l e  s t a l l s .  The p a r t i t i o n s  and mangers 
on t h i s  lower l e v e l  again  a r e  arranged on an east /west  ax i s ,  a s  on t h e  main l e v e l ,  r a t h e r  
than r a d i a t i n g  from t h e  cen te r  a s  Fowler suggested. 

The major heavy s t r u c t u r a l  framing members remain, although severa l  r a f t e r s ,  s tuds ,  
and f l o o r  boards have been replaced.  When t h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  work was completed i n  1978, 
aluminum s i d i n g  and a t i n  roof were added. The t a l l e r ,  lat t ice-work cupola shown i n  a 
1950s photograph has  been c u t  o f f  t o  t h e  p resen t ,  lower octagonal shape. 

AMcC 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated acreage o f  t h e  Octagonal Barn cons i s t s  of  an a c r e  and a ha l f  of land on 
t h e  west bank of  a f i e l d  overlooking t h e  Middle River a t  Highway 256. I t  represents  a f rac-  
t i o n  of  t h e  acreage o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  farm owned by Robert Harnsberger i n  1867. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
_X_ 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation -law -science 
2L agriculture -economics literature -sculpture 
_X- architecture . . -education - mllltary - social1 
-art engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transpoltation 

- invention - other (specify) 
- 

Specific dates Ca. 1867 BuilderiArchitect w i l l i a m  Evers 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Harnsberger octagonal  barn was b u i l t  ca .  1867 under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of carpenter  
William Evers. The unusual s t r u c t u r e  is poss ib ly  a unique example of  i t s  type i n  Virgin ia  
and r e f l e c t s  t h e  pene t ra t ion  of  popular a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i d e a l s  i n t o  t h e  vernacular  c u l t u r a l  
p a t t e r n s  of r u r a l  Augusta County a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War. While most l o c a l  carpenters  w e r e  
cons t ruct ing  t h e  f a m i l i a r  bank barns,  a form which derived from t h e  Pennsylvania region 
and spread i n t o  t h e  Valley of Vi rg in ia ,  Pobert Harnsberger drew i n s p i r a t i o n  from t h e  
octagonal bu i ld ing  s t y l e s  popularized by Orson Fowler's A Home f o r  A l l ,  o r  t h e  Gravel Wall 
and Octagon Mode of Building (1853). The Harnsberger barn d i d  n o t  copy Fowler's p a t t e r n  
book designs d i r e c t l y ,  however. Augusta bu i lde r s  combined these  new ideas  with more 
t r a d i t i o n a l  barn bu i ld ing  concepts,  i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  new shape with t h e  o l d e r  bank barn 
form. Several  o l d e r  r e s i d e n t s  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  octagonal shape posed many problems 
f o r  t h e  l o c a l  ca rpen te r s ,  who f a i l e d  t o  g e t  t h e  barn  t o  f i t  together  c o r r e c t l y  and c a l l e d  
i n  o the r s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  William Evers of Cen te rv i l l e ,  t o  complete it. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Robert Samuel Harnsberger acquired t h e  farm i n  1867 and had t h e  barn  b u i l t  soon there- 
a f t e r .  He obviously was aware o f  t h i s  octagonal s t y l e  through h i s  b ro the r  Stephen M .  
Harnsberger's octagonal house, only two m i l e s  t o  t h e  nor theas t  along t h e  South River. The 
two bui ld ings  a r e  r a r e  examples of  the  Fowler mode i n  t h e  Valley of Virgin ia  and suggest 
t h e  prominence and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of  t h e  Harnsberger family. The Harnsbergers had exten- 
s i v e  landholdings i n  t h e  a rea  and were involved i n  t h e  incorpora t ion  of  t h e  town of Grottoes 
along t h e  South River i n  t h e  l a t e  19th century.  

The barn  has  been used f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes s ince  i t s  const ruct ion .  The Harns- 
bergers only owned t h e  farm u n t i l  1880, when it was acquired by t h e  Felger  family. The 
p resen t  owner, m i g h t  Houff, r e s to red  t h e  barn i n  1978 a f t e r  he purchased it from the  
Ful tons ,  who had owned it s i n c e  1917. 

AMCC 



9. Major Bibliograpkical References 
Augusta County Deed Book V .  
Fowler, Orson. A Home f o r  A l l .  1853. 
Harnsberger, M r s .  George. P o r t  Republic, VA. Interview. 
Richmond, VA. V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Archives. Harnsberger House f i le .  
Wise, Carolvn. Bridsewater,  VA. Interview. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 15 acres 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 24000 

UMT References 

161816)811101  ) 4 ( 2 1 3 1 6 ) 8 1 5 1 ~ )  

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northlng 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a p o i n t  1300' NW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
routes  865 and 256, 1550' N of Middle River; thence extending from 1120' contour l i n e  150' 
E; thence extending 200' S t o  N edge o f  s a i d  rou te  256; thence fol lowing s a i d  s i d e  o f  s a i d  
route .450 '  W t o  s a i d  contour;  thence tu rn ing  and fol lowing s a i d  contour l i n e  about 400' NE 
ta po in t  of o r l g l n .  
Lis t  a l l  s ta tes  and  count ies for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state N/A code countv N/A code 

state N/A code countv N /A code 

I 1 Form Pre~ared BY 
name!tit~e Virq in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  

oraanization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date October 1980 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

Richmond Vi rg in ia  23219 city or town state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national L state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for thg National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 

k. 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that if has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by Conservation and Recreation Service. - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature & 
/ .~./ H. Bryan Mi tche l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  , p ; :> ,,..>.. 

title Vira in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commissio date , h .' :. , ... ., : . . , : I?  



dapped.  edited, and published by the Geo log ica l  Survey SCALE i 241 
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photographs taken 1963 .  F l e d  checked 1 9 6 4  I 5 0 
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Polyconic prolectlon. 1 9 2 7  North American datum 
10,000-loot grtd based on V i r g ~ n a  coordrnate system, north zone CONTOUR INTERVA 

DOTTED LINES REPRESENT 1 
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grld tlcks, DATUM IS M E A N  S 
zone 17. shown n blue 

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and f l ed  lines where 
generally v lsble an aertal photographs. Thls n lo rmat ion  8s unchecked UTM GRlD AND 1964 MAGNETIC NORTH 
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